
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

September 21, 2023 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Thursday, September 

21, 2023, in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper and Clerk-

Treasurer, Tamara Miller. 

Debbie moved to approve the Minutes of the August 15, 2023 Council Meeting. Ron 

seconded. Ken recused himself from the vote because he was not in attendance for the August 15, 

2023 meeting. Motion carried 2-0. 

Sicard requested a moment of silence in remembrance of Jim Treat, a Ferdinand Town 

Council Member for four years. Sicard expressed gratitude for Jim s service to the Town. 

Sicard requested a moment of silence for Leroy Haug, a veteran who lived just outside of the 

Town, passed away at the age of 101. 

Sicard presented a proclamation that declares and proclaims the Week of September 18, 2023 

as Sister Mary George week as she celebrates her 100th  birthday. Ron moved to approve the 

proclamation. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Department reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, reported Sylvester Voges, a 25-year member of the fire 

department, passed away. The Council expressed condolences to the family and expressed gratitude 

for Sylvester' s service to the Town. 

Todd Fischer, Electric Superintendent, reported Mitch Konerding attended training last week 

and will now be included in the on-call rotation. Fischer requested permission for the water, 

wastewater, electric and street departments to attend the trade show in Louisville for $79 per 

employee, on either September 26th or 27t11' with transportation and meals. Debbie moved to approve 

the request. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ben Brinkman, Water/Wastewater Superintendent, stated he attended a Utility Management 

Seminar in Indianapolis on Tuesday, September 12th-  The seminar focused on utility regulation and 

finance. Debbie moved to approve the purchase of water pipe and supplies needed for the Vienna 

Drive and 21st  Street water main project for approximately $11,500 and $1,000 for sand for backfill. 



Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Matt Weyer reported the Park Board and the Soil and Water Conservation District are hosting 

a Weed Wrangle at the Old Town Lake on Saturday, November 11, 2023 at 9:00 am. Matt thanked 

Jill Schipp for spearheading the effort to help control the invasive species at the OTL. 

James reported the Folk Fest went well and thanked the Town employees for their help with 

the event. 

Kim Fischer, representing Traditional Arts, requested 120 feet of Missouri Street be closed 

to traffic during the Traditional Arts event on September 23, 2023, from 8 am — 4 pm. The neighbors 

have been notified. Ron moved to approve the request. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Mike Steffe requested approval of the 2023 Monster Dash 5K route. Debbie moved to 

approve the current 5K route as presented and to give Chief Blessinger the right to approve an 

alternate route, if necessary, due to street work. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Steffe expressed 

thanks to the police depaitnient on behalf of the Heartland Half Marathon committee for their help 

on September 16, 2023. 

Lueken reported Jumpstart Communications started work before obtaining the proper permit 

for Excavating in a Public Right-of-Way from the Town and that Jumpstart did not follow the 

Conditions and Stipulations and Sanctions (Jumpstart Excavation/Cable boring project 2023) 

agreement signed by the owner of Jumpstart. Lueken stated he would red-flag the company and not 

allow them to do work in Ferdinand again. A bill will be sent to Jumpstart for the pavement repair 

and yard repairs completed by the Town necessary to restore the property to its original state. Sicard 

stated a letter should also be sent to the company that employed Jumpstart to provide the fiber service 

to inform them of the situation. 

Bohnenkemper stated as a result of the Jumpstart experience, two new ordinances have been 

provided to the Council for consideration. One ordinance amends the standards required for 

Excavating in a Public Street Right-of-Way requiring Council approval for excavating permits and 

a bond to be provided to the Town. The second ordinance updates the procedure for temporary water 

users requifing a fee of $40 fee in addition to the fee for water used. The Council suspended this 

discussion for the 7:00 pm hearing. 

At 7:00 PM the Budget Adoption Hearing was held. The 2024 Budget Form 3 was posted on 

Gateway and is available at www.budgetnotices.in.gov. The 2024 budget hearing was held on 

August 15, 2023, at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall. Miller stated the Advertised 2024 Budget is 



$2,423,164 (2022 was $2,297,790) with an adopted tax rate of .7205 (2023 adopted rate was .7527) 

per $100 of assessed value of $142,443,065 (2022 was $124,606,109). The Maximum Levy is 

$1,038,997 (2023 was $948,881) an increase of 9.5%. There being no further discussion. Ken 

moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-17, An Ordinance for Appropriations and Tax Rates as presented. 

Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-18, an Ordinance Amending Title 8 of the Ferdinand 

Municipal Code Regarding Requirements and Standards for Excavating in a Public Street Right-of-

Way, at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-19, an Ordinance Amending Section 10.02.050 of the 

Ferdinand Municipal Code Entitled Temporary Users, at the meeting it was introduced. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

The close-out documentation for CCMG 2022-01 has been submitted. We are waiting for 

the close-out letter from INDOT. 

CCMG 2022-02 Culvert Project is underway. 

CCMG 2023-01 Project was awarded to Calcar and work will begin this fall in combination 

with the CCMG 2022-02 road paving projects. 

The Valley One Apartments agenda item was tabled until the October meeting. 

The property owner of 1305 Main Street has committed to cleaning up the property. 

Sicard stated there is a meeting scheduled in October with the municipal police and fire chiefs 

regarding the Local Safety Tax Initiative. The Municipals have 51% and the County has 49% of the 

Tax Committee Vote. It appears all five of the municipals are in favor of the tax and plan to move 

forward. 

At 7:15 PM the adoption hearing for the Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2023-13 was 

held. Miller requested the following additional appropriations in excess of the budget for the current 

year: 

ARPA 	 Capital Outlays 	$99,703 
Economic Dev Income Tax (LIT-ED) 	Capital Outlays 	$46,200 
Cumulative Capital Development 	Capital Outlays 	$21,300 
Casino Riverboat 	 Capital Outlays 	$110,000 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-13. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Miller distributed the accounts receivable report to the Council. Miller stated usually there 

are no disconnections because payment is made before the cut-off date. 



Bohnenkemper stated there will be additional information regarding CISM - Critical Incident 

Stress Management at the next meeting. 

Debbie stated Universal and Brosmer Surveying are working on the Main Street sidewalk 

project preliminary engineering reports. 

Lueken is working on the road inventory paperwork to add 18th  Street and Mississippi Street. 

The curb and gutter have been installed on Georgia Street as requested by the residents. The curb 

installation was paid for by the residents. 

The Council thanked Caseys for cleaning up the State Right-of-Way in front of Caseys on 

Highway 162 even though it is the State s responsibility to maintain. 

Miller stated the water customer surveys are being sent out and surveys are being returned. 

At 7:30 pm a hearing to vacate a public street was held. Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 

2023-16, An Ordinance to Vacate Public Street (Part of the unimproved portion of 7th  Street). Ken 

seconded. Ron recused himself. Motion carried 2-0. After 30 days, if there are no remonstrances the 

Ordinance will be recorded and the real estate records will be updated. 

Tom Lueken, property and street superintendent, stated the fall clean-up will take place 

according to the flyer given to Council: October 10th  for the west side, October 1 l th  for the east side 

and October 12th  if needed. Ron moved to approve the fall clean-up dates. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

Evan Hassfurther requested water service for a new residence he will build at 10 Alabama 

which is outside of corporate limits. Sharon prepared the necessary agreement for service which 

states Hassfurther agrees not to remonstrate in the event the Town would choose to annex the 

property. Debbie moved to approve Ken and Miller to sign the Agreement Regarding Utility Service 

Extension and Annexation Waiver between the Town and "Hassfurthers", Evan Hassfurther and 

Orange Hills, LLC, subject to any changes that might be recommended by Council. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken will get with Bohnenkemper to prepare the paperwork to solicit quotes for the Senior 

Citizens Center roof. 

Lueken stated that he received two bids to replace the flooring at the Attorney and EMT 

Building at 202 E. 3rd  Street. The lowest bid was for the original flooring specifications from Knies 

Flooring and Wall Covering. There was also an alternate bid for $3,588.21 for a good quality 

substitute from Knies Flooring and Wall Covering. The other bid was from Beckman Furniture for 



$6,060. Debbie moved to approve the $3,588.21 alternate bid for the floofing from Knies. Ron 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken received three quotes for the white door with ADA-approved hardware for the 

Attorney and EMT Building 202 E. 3rd  Street. The lowest bid of $2,769.01 was from Thomas Door 

and Glass, Tell City. Ron moved to approve the purchase from Thomas Door. Debbie seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken recommended the Town allow Kerstiens to apply the top coat surface to the 

pavement, install the pavement markers and signage at the Hidden Meadows Subdivision. Ken 

moved to approve that the Kerstiens Hidden Meadows performance bond proceed as most 

subdivisions in the Town. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

James stated that Dollar General has addressed the high grass in the retaining areas on the 

East and South side. Lueken stated the bank was not mowed. James will contact the owner regarding 

mowing the bank. 

Council considered trick-or-treating hours for this year. Debbie moved to allow Halloween 

Trick or Treating during the hours of 5 PM-7 PM on Tuesday, October 31, 2022. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 2-0. 

Bohnenkemper stated the Sisters of St. Benedict have requested Eclipse Special Parking in 

2024. The Council has requested more information to be able to consider the request at a future 

meeting. 

Brinkman requested permission for 3-4 employees from the water/wastewater department to 

attend the Alliance of Indiana Rural Water Fall Conference in Ft. Wayne on October 18-19, 2023 

for a cost of approximately $2,000 for room, meals and travel. Ron moved to approve the request. 

Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to pay regular claims. Ron seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Town Council Meeting 
BZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 

October 17, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
September 27, 2023 at 6:30 PM (Cancelled) 
September 27, 2023 at 7:00 PM 
October 11, 2023 at 4:30 PM 
October 23, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Debbie moved to adjourn. Ron seconded. Motion 



carried 3-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

ATTEST: 	 FERD1NAND TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Clerk-Treasurer 
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