
TOWN OF FERD1NAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

July 18, 2023 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, July 18, 

2023 in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper and Deputy Clerk-

Treasurer, Kayla Hoffrnan. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the June 20, 2023 Council Meeting. Debbie seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Department reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, stated the Fireman's Ball is Saturday, July 22nd  and the doors 

will open at 5:00 pm at the Ferdinand Community Center. 

Ben Brinkman, Water/Wastewater Superintendent, reported the National Water Service 

started putting in the non-potable pumps. They will begin concrete work on July 24th. He also stated 

that lead service line surveys will be sent out in the next couple of weeks to residents. 

James stated the Town's current fueling system circuit is down. SynEnergy will split the 

repair bills with the Town as they are running behind with the installation of the new fueling system. 

Employees can still use the pump in a bypass mode and will track usage on paper sheets. SynEnergy 

should receive modem parts on Thursday and will schedule installation of the new fueling system. 

Brinkman stated the non-potable permit renewal passed and will be good for ten years. 

The close-out documentation for CCMG 2022-01 has been submitted. We are waiting for 

the close-out letter from INDOT for 2022-01. 

Lueken stated he is waiting to hear about a start date on CCMG 2022-02 & CCMG 2023-01. 

He believes that the two contractors will work together on the proj ects. 

Debbie moved to allow Ken to sign off on the Community Crossing Matching Grant 

commitment letters for 2023-02. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Bohnenkemper will follow up with Ruger Kerstiens to see if he has documentation from his 

plumber regarding the location of the water leaks in the Forest Oaks Apartments. There was no 

decision made regarding a sewer credit. 

The property owner of 1305 Main Street is working to clean up the property. 



Bohnenkemper stated the ARPA Additional Appropriation may be needed before year-end. 

Ron moved to adopt Resolution 2023-05, A Resolution Amending the ARPA Plan Adopted 

by Ordinance 2022-17. The resolution adds 2 AEDs, one for the park department and one for the 

Senior Center. The resolution also adds 21 first Aid kits, one for each Town vehicle. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Ron also moved to approve the purchase of the 2 AEDs and first aid 

kits. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken relayed that he reached out to three contractors for quotes for two new A/C units for 

the Senior Center. He received one quote back which was reasonably priced. Debbie moved that 

Lueken to move forward with the quote he received for the A/C unit. Ron seconded. Motion carried 

3-0. 

Sicard stated he plans to schedule a meeting with local Town Council Presidents and Mayors 

regarding the Local Safety Tax Initiative. 

Hoffman distributed the accounts receivable report to the Council. There were no utility 

disconnections last month. 

Bohnenkemper and Blessinger are working on getting a CISM policy for the Council to 

approve for Town Employees. They are looking into different policies through ISP and Vanderburgh 

County to obtain ideas on what the Town of Ferdinand's should look like. Blessinger is meeting 

with a representative from Jasper Memorial who is a part of the Critical Incident Team to discuss 

what is available to us. Blessinger is working to get on the board for Dubois County. 

Johnson stated she is working with Universal Design on potential sidewalk projects. 

Universal provided a proposal to assist with the Master Planning/Preliminary Design of potential 

sidewalks at three separate areas. The Council will discuss which sidewalk area/areas they would 

like to move forward with the planning stage at the budget meeting on July 25th. 

Lueken is looking into the history of 18th  Street and Mississippi Street to obtain information 

to be able to add the streets into the road inventory. 

Sicard stated he has been in contact with Mr. Oser, who was in attendance, Sharon, and Tom 

regarding Georgia Street. Piints were located from a few years back which Sicard will provide to 

Universal to review. This process will not hold up requested curb and gutter projects that are in the 

works for two different residents. The project for these residents is expected to begin the week of 

August 

Johnson stated that the health insurance committee held its first meeting on July 12, 2023 



with the Town of Ferdinand's representative, Tony Cochren. He did not have any definite numbers 

for insurance rates. The Town is also getting rates from one other representative. 

There have not been any additional problems with trash pick up since the last meeting. 

Blessinger announced that if you are in need of a UTV inspection, please call non-emergency 

dispatch to meet a Ferdinand Officer at the Ferdinand Police Department. For the inspection the 

Town is only accepting cash or check and the individual will be provided a receipt for the inspection. 

Bohnenkemper stated the 2nd  page of the May minutes in the 4th  paragraph states white signs 

indicate Town maintained streets and green signs indicate privately maintained streets. The minutes 

should have read "green signs indicate Town maintained streets and white signs indicate privately 

maintained streets." Debbie moved to correct the May minutes and to have the new minutes placed 

on the website. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard relayed that the Town has been contacted by the County in regards to the election this 

year. There are no competitive races in Ferdinand or in the County that Ferdinand Citizens have a 

voice in. The County wanted to know if Ferdinand would still want to have an election at a cost of 

$10,000. All four elected officials gave the County their recommendation to not host an election this 

year. The County Election Board will take the considerations and will make a decision if there will 

be an election. 

At 7:30 PM Robert Reynolds, with LWG, who prepared the electric rate study joined the meeting 

by telephone for the introduction of the Electric Rate Ordinance. He explained the rational for the 

rate increase: 

• The last rate increase was in 2019. 
• Utility decreased rates by 1.4% in 2022 due to the reduction in URT. 
• Since 2019, inflation and increased costs have reduced margins 

o Without an increase a reduction in reserves may occur 
• Help increase cash reserves in improvement fund 

o In 2019 the substation project was started and cost around $1,677,783. Most of the 
project was funded from cash reserves held in the improvement fund. 

o This rate increase will help restore lost funding and pay for future improvements 
needed to the system 

• After the proposed increase, the rates will still be one of the lowest in the area 
• The proposed electric rate increase will be reflected on the utility invoice dated October 25, 

2023 due November 10, 2023 

The Electric Rate Ordinance 2023-10, An Ordinance amending Chapter 10.33 of the Ferdinand 



Municipal Code Regarding Electric Rates and Charges was introduced. Ron moved to hold a Public 

Hearing on August 15, 2023 for 7:30 PM. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. The Ordinance will 

appear in the Ferdinand News, posted, and mailed to individuals outside of the corporate limits. The 

last rate increase was in 2019. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-11, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 9.06 of The 

Ferdinand Municipal Code Regarding Traffic Regulations, at the meeting it was introduced. This 

Ordinance states no parking on the south side of Third Street from Maryland to the end of Third 

Street and no parking on the North side of Third Street from 162 to Carolina. Ron seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

The following residents were in attendance from 3rd  Street: Clint Schaefer, Jeremy Bockting, 

Shane Sisco, and Johnathan Hulsman. Residents expressed their concerns about drivers speeding on 

3rd  Street. A request to put a stop sign in on the street was made. Chief Blessinger asked that the 

residents give her one month to monitor the problem to see if a stop sign is necessary. There will be 

increased law enforcement on the road and the Police Department has recently obtained new radar 

guns to help monitor vehicle speeds. Chief Blessinger will monitor the situation for a month and 

then we can revisit the issue if it still has not been resolved. 

Clint Schaefer expressed concerns of the intersection of Michigan Street and 8th  Street being 

dark in the winter months when kids walk to school. The Council will relay the concern to Todd 

Fischer, Electric Superintendent, about making the intersection brighter. 

Debbie moved to pay regular claims. Ron seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Town Council Meeting 
BZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Town Council Budget Meeting 
Town Council Budget Hearing 
Town Council Budget Adoption 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 

Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Thursday 

August 15, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
July 26, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
July 26, 2023 at 7:00 PM-Cancelled 
August 9, 2023 at 4:30 PM 
July 24, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

July 25, 2023 at 6:00 AM 
August 15, 2023 at 7:00 PM 
September 21, 2023 at 7:00 PM 



As there was no further business to discuss, Debbie moved to adjoum. Ron seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM. 

ATTEST: FERDINAND TOWN COUNCIL 

Clerk-Treasurer 

  






















	page 1 July 18 min
	Page 1

	07182023 Meeting Minutes
	20230816104115020
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

	July Dept Reports


